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Charter School is What’s Up
The controversy of public school vs. charter school has been going on for many years. Research shows that charter schools are above average even though charter schools and public schools are both based on the school district in which they reside. Kate Rix wrote an article in the Scholastic Instructor entitled, “Lessons From Charter Schools.” In the article she explores the life of a charter schoolteacher. Charter schools have two advantages over public schools are, they have a mission and autonomy (Rix, 35). In another article by Chris Higgins and Kathleen Knight Abowitz entitled “What Makes a Public School Public? A Framework for Evaluating the Civic Substance of Schooling.” They ponder the question, what makes a public school public? Who is considered “the public”? Charter schools are better than public schools, because teachers spend more time with students, parents are more involved, and they have a mission and autonomy. 

The first reason a charter school is better than a public school is because teachers spend more time with students. In Kate Rix article she states, “Home visits are common, if not mandatory, in charter schools” (33). Before the school year even begins teachers in charter schools have met with their students and their parents, sat in their living rooms, and discussed the coming year. This creates a trust for students and teachers, plus with meeting before the school year begins it’s not a room full of new faces meeting for the first time. Rix says, “By contrast, some school districts prohibit teacher from visiting students at home for liability or contractual reasons” (33), because teachers in public schools can’t create that bond before the year begins due to superintendents restrictions, they don’t get to create that bond and build that trust. There is very little one on one time and they meet the parents at back to school night. In an interview with Mrs. Craven a second grade teacher at a local public school she reported that in her classroom she is responsible for 35 students, one on one time with each is hard to find during the eight hours they are there. Craven says, “One thing I would like to see in a public school is separate music, art, and computer classes, so I can pull two or three students in and really sit down with them and learn what is going on instead of teaching all those subjects myself.”
Another reason charter schools are more successful than public schools is because there is more parent involvement. Because public schools are public parents don’t have to drive the extra way to take their children, if they live far enough there is a bus there to pick them up. In charter schools parents choose to put their kids there, public schools parents don’t have as much of a say. With parents wanting their kids in that particular school they make more of an effort to participate in school activities and are more involved with their students academic studies. In the interview Mrs. Craven continues saying, “Because parents have to make more of an effort for their children the feedback from them is more helpful in the classroom.” The year of a child’s most development and devotion to school is in elementary school; teachers and parents are key instruments. A teacher can change the life of a student just by the way they teach. How involved teachers and parents are is very important it can make or break a child’s success in life. Teachers in public schools aren’t allowed to visit their students at home for various reasons; however, there are things they can do to create a bond and a trust with their students. They can meet their students in the classroom before school starts. Although teachers are only part of the solution parents is a big part as well. Parents need to be just as involved in the student’s life and academic success as the teachers. Even though public schools have more restrictions than a charter school there are still things public schools can do to create a more uplifting atmosphere and create a better learning environment. 

The final reason charter schools are better than public schools is because they have a mission and autonomy. Charter schools have a mission because it creates motivation in students to do their best to achieve the goal they are all looking to achieve. Autonomy is something that sets charter schools the furthest apart from public schools, Rix declares in her article, “Charter school advocates say their site-based autonomy allows teacher to be more creative and responsive” (36), teachers in charter schools and public schools in the same district have to teach the same curricula, however, charter schools have more flexibility with how they can teach. With this each teacher can assess the students in their classroom and create a plan that best suites each child and will be the most affective in their academic success. Kate Rix goes onto state, “Having a focused mission or a school philosophy and the autonomy to make the decisions to put that philosophy into practice is what sets charter schools apart from regular public schools” (34), that it’s a motivational tool and teaches students at their own pace. If a public school created a mission or philosophy it can really change the demeanor of the entire school atmosphere, even though a public school teacher can’t teach the way they feel would be most affective they can create a mission. It could really improve our public schools.

Charter schools are better than public schools because teachers have more time with students, parent interaction is more successful, and they have a mission and autonomy. In the early stages of childhood, academic development is key that is when you can make or break a child. Dr. Halm Gnotts says, “Kids are like wet cement, whatever falls in them stays.” Kids are very impressionable they learn from what they see; having a good teacher can take them far in life. Charter schools give you that important teacher student interaction. Students in charter schools are more successful in their academic career. There are many things that public schools can do to create more of a charter school atmosphere if they would take these small steps and put more focus onto the success of the students and not the money a little can go a long way.

